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Dear Sir! 
HE following plain ſermon was 
eached at the deſire of a particular 
friend, whom I could not refuſe; and is now 
publiſhed, according to annual cuſtom, at the 
requeſt of the gentlemen, who direct the af- 
fairs of the CHARITY-ScnooL in Gravel- 
lane, I take the liberty, without your 
knowledge, to inſcribe it to you. 

Tur near relation, in which divine Pro- 
vidence has united us, and the kind manner 
in which you have filled it up, intitle you to 
my conſtant regards and beſt wiſhes. The 
buſmeſs of life, in which you have been long 
engaged, with credit to yourſelf, and advan- 
tage to others, 1s ſo correſpondent to the ſub- 
ject of the enſuing diſcourſe, that I thought 
an addreſs of this nature would be very pro- 
per. 

Your known ill in the learned lan- 
guages; your ealy and ſweet temper ; your 
watchful attention to every thing, that regards 
the welfare of the children committed to your 


care; the good example you ſet them in a 
A 2 CON= 


conduct, regular and inſtructive; the pains you 
take to inſtil religious and virtuous principles 
into their tender minds, and to lead them in- 
to an early acquaintance with Gop their 
Maker; not leaving theſe things to others, 
but conſcientiouſly diſcharging them as your 
own proper duty ; are circumſtances, which 
have ſecured to you the eſteem of all, who 
know you. And, indeed, if your encou— 
ragement and ſucceſs ſhould be always equal 
to your abilities and application, you need 
deſire no more 

I congratulate the ſucceſs Gop has given 
you, in the education of many young gentle- 
men, who love and honour you, and have 
cauſe to bleſs Gop for ſo friendly a tutor in 
early life. Go on, Sir, and proſper! Gop 
Almighty bleſs your future labours for the 
advantage of the riſing generation! And, 
whilſt you are laying yourſelf out for the 
improvement of the children of others, may 
this be part of your reward; that your own 
immediate offspring may be early enriched 
with divinegrace; andimprove in every thing, 
that will render them growing comforts to 
you, and great bleſſings to the world, I 
am 


Your alfectionate brother 


Aldermanbury, 


Jan, 1. 1742, and humble ſervant, 


O. HUGHES. 
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ECCLES. Xii. I. 


Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth——— 


ZJ T is generally agreed, that So- 
mon king of Iſrael was the 
1 Ea) inſpired penman of this ex- 

WTR cellent book: which is ſtyled 
A Eccliſiaſtes, becauſe the au- 
thor perſonates and aſſumes 
the character of a grave and judicious preacher. 
It is ſuppoſed, that this book was the laſt of 
all Solomon's compoſures ; pen'd in his old 
age, and when he was perfectly recover'd 
from thoſe vanities, which in former life 
he had with too much eagerneſs purſued, 
Theſe things he reviews with juſt concern, 
and here gives us his ſerious and mature re- 
flections upon them. 

Tur grand deſign of the royal preacher, 
in this admirable ſermon, is to affure us from 
his own fad experience, that there is no true 
and folid happineſs to be found in any en- 
joyments of tenſe : all carthly things, riches, 
honours and pleaſures, are fo far from fur- 


niſhing 
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niſhing the rational ſoul with ſubſtantial fe. 
licity, that they are indeed vanity and wexa. 
tion of fpirit*; not only unſatisfying, but 
alſo troubleſome and vexattous. | 
He hence infers, that it would be an ar. 
gument of extreme folly to ſet our affections 
upon earthly things; or to ſeek a happineſs 
from them.—But, that we may not be left 
in any doubt or uncertainty about true hap- 
pineſs, the preacher in the cloſe of his ſer- 
mon, tells us that there is ſuch a thing to 
be found; and that it lies in the practice of 
religion; in the fear of Gop and a conſci- 
entious obſervance of his commands, Let 
us hear the concluſion of the whole matter; 
this is the inference or corollary to be de- 
duced from the whole diſcourſe ; all that 
has been ſaid, may be ſum'd up in this nar- 
row compaſs ; fear Gop, and keep his con- 
manaments ; for this is the whole of man: much 
of the ſtrength and beauty of the original is 
loſt in our tranſlation ; the word duty being 
improperly ſupply'd. With what vigour does 
the expreſſion appear in Solomon's own words! 
this is the whole of man : his whole duty 
is comprized in this; his whole intereſt and 
batpineſs lies here; and his whole care and 
 bufineſs ſhou'd be employ'd about it: this is 

the whole, the all, of man“. 
Tow ARDs the end of the foregoing chap- 
ter Solomon addreſſes hitnſelf' to young 2 
ſons] 


* Eccleſ. i. 14. d Ibid, xii, 13. 
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ſons; and by a ſharp irony he reproves their 
eager purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures; a fault 
moſt incident to 7bat age, which is general» 
ly violent, and impatient of reſtraint, fond 
of amuſements, and prone to vanity, He 
hereupon gives them very ſerious and ſeaſon- 
able cautions; puts them in mind of a fu- 
ture day of accounts, when God will bring 
them into judgment for all theſe things. 
The ſtructure of the ſentence is very ele- 
nt, and emphatical ; rejozce, O young man, 
in thy youth, and let thy heart chear thee in 
the days of thy youth, and walk in the way 
of thine heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes; 
4. d, © Give a looſe to thy appetites ; gra- 
« tify thy ſenſual inclinations ; take thy fill 
* of pleaſures; indulge thyſelf in every ſen- 
* ſual delight, that an eager eye can diſco- 
« yer, or a naughty heart can deſire ; fol- 
low, whitherſoever corrupt nature leads; 
* and ſtick at nothing that will afford thee 
© any pleafing gratification.” How much 
does the preacher delight his young auditor 
with this advice ! this is the very courſe he 
is inclined to take; this is what he would 
with gladneſs do; this is propheſying ſmooth 
things ; theſe are pleaſing words indeed! ſo 
young people are diſpoſed to think: but So- 
lemon did not intend to encourage any in 
ſuch a way; and therefore, though he has 
expreſs d himſelf in this ſort of language, 
Jet it was only with a view to paint out in 
8 2 ſtrong 
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ſtrong colours the common diſpoſition of 
youth ; and that, what he had to add, might 
come with the greater force upon conſci- 
ence, and be more likely to excite to a Gif. 
ferent behaviour; but know thou that for all 
theſe things G0 D will bring thee into judg- 
ment : q. d. © think of that great and ter- 
„ rible day of the Lord, when thou muſt 
* ſtand before his bar, and give a ſtrict ac- 
count to him of thy whole conduct in 
e this ſtate of trial; and then give a looſe 
* to thy paſlions, if thou canſt; then aban- 
*« don thyſelf to a vicious courſe of life, if 


thou dareſt.” 


N. Tux believing expectation of a fu- 
tune judgment is a powerful check to 
the ſenſual pleaſures and vain entertain- 
ments of the preſent life. 


Soo after comes in the text, which So- 
lamon ſcems to have added, as a remedy a- 
gainſt a worldly temper : Remember now. thy 
creator in the days of thy youth, A ſerious 
regard to Gop in early life, will be a ſo- 
vercign preſervative from a thouſand ſnares 
and vanities, to which young perſons are too 
much inclined, and in great danger of being 
cntangled with, 

Tux deſign of Solomon, in theſe words, 
is to recommend and preſs early religion. 
And this is my deſign, in the * of 

them 
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them for the ſubject of our preſent medi- 
tation. It is, I am ſure, a theme of vaſt 
importance, and what ſhould. be frequently, 
and with great zeal inculcated: and, as 
it is peculiarly ſuitable to the beginning of a 
new year; ſo neither is it in the leaſt diſa- 
greeable to the particular deſign of our pre- 
ſent coming together. T will endeavour to 
diſcourſe upon it in ſuch a manner, as may 
anſwer all good purpoſes, 

Ix the text are theſe two diſtinct parts. 


1. Ax important duty injoined ; Remem- 
ber thy Creator. | 

2. A particular ſeaſon of life ſpecified, in 
which this duty is peculiarly proper ; 
in the days of thy youth. 


I sHALL ſuggeſt a few thoughts to your 
conſideration under each of theſe heads; and 
then improve the ſubject in, the beſt manner 
I can, by way of application. 


J. Ax important duty is here injoined ; 
Remember thy Creator. 


Ix order to have a juſt notion of Solo- 
non's advice in theſe words, it will be pre- 
per to conſider, both 


I HO i is, we are called upon to re- 
member; and 
B WHaT 


6 Farly religion recommended. 
WHraAarT is included under this term re. 
member. 


As to the fjr/t inquiry, whom we are to 
remember; the text ſays, thy creator. It 
is worth notice, that it is not faid, re- 


member Gop,” or © remember the Lord.” 


Young men, perhaps, being heated with 
luſt, and eager in the purſuit of vanity, 
would not be controlled by ſuch advice ; 
but might be ready with furious diſdain, to 
turn upon their monitor, in the inſolent 
language of the proud king of Egypt; Who 
eig the Lord that we ſhould obey him? or, who 
is Gop that we ſhould remember him?“ 
Now, to prevent ſuch an unſeemly ſally as 
this, the royal preacher has uſed a term, 
which is expreſſive of God's relation to us; 
and at once puts us in mind of our great 
obligations to him, and ſuggeſts a ſtrong 
reaſon, why we ſhould remember him; 
thy creator. 

Ir is generally remarked by critics on 
this place, that the word is plural in the ori- 
ginal, thy creators *; from whence they 
have infer'd a 7rintty of perſons in the God- 
head. But this is going a ſtep too far: tho 
I firmly believe the doctrine itſelf, and think 
it ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by ſcripture ; yet it 
muſt be owned, that the moſt we can ga- 
ther from this particular place is a bare — 

rally 
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rality of perſons; we muſt have recourſe 
to other paſſages of revelation, to determine 
the number to be Zhree, and neither more 
nor lefs. I the rather remark this, becauſe 
not only the doctrine of the trinity, but o- 
ther important doctrines of chriſtianity have 
received prejudice, from the zeal of their 
advocates, in preſſing into their ſervice texts 
of ſcripture; which either have no relation 
to them, or however will by no means war- 
rant the concluſions that are drawn from 
them. In our defence of goſpetruths, we 
ſhould always be cautious, mot to ureſt the 
ſcriptures; or lay more ſtreſs upon them, 
than they will fairly bear. By the other 
method the cauſe will always ſuffer. But 
this by the bye.] | 

As to the ſecond inquiry, what we are to 
underſtand by the term remember? It will 
ſuffice to ſay, that this term, in our language, 
ſeems to be of a more contracted ſignifica- 
tion, than what the original requires. The 
word in the Hebrew * not only ſignifies to 
recolleff, and call to mind what we have 
heard or known before; but alſo to be 
mindful of, to meditate, to confider, to bear 
in ones mind, to think upon. This advice be- 
ing given to young men, I do not ſee it 
neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that they muſt have 
a previous knowledge of Gop, before they 


can come to the practice of this duty. 
B 2 What 
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What a man does not know, he can't pro. 
perly be ſaid to remember. And, there- 
fore, the word here muſt be underſtood 
to mean no more, than acquaint thyſelf with 
Gor; think much upon him; let him be 
in all thy thoughts ; and conſider him as thy 
creator. 

PERHAPS the full defgn of this advice 
to youth, may be repreſented in the follow- 
ing particulars, 


I. REMEMBER, and bear it in thy mind, 
that TH HU,? a creator, 


Tus is what many perſons have need 
to be put in mind of. They live by chance 
and without deſign; as if they came into 
the world by chance, and had no buſineſs 
of conſequence to tranſact. They cannot 
be ſo ſtupid, as to imagine they created 
themſelves; and yet they ſacrzfice only to 
their own nets, and their own will is their only 
law. Pride and conccit have ſwell'd them 
into deities, and they cannot admit a ſuperior, 
© aoho 15 Lord over us? But this their way is 
t'err folly ! Let us remember, that time was 
when we had not any being ; and that we 
are indebted to ſome other for our being; 
we had a creator, 


2. Cox- 


Pſal. xii. 4; 
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2, ConSIDER and think, wha was thy 
creator. 


HAT is bis name, if thou canſt tell? 
It is ſtrongly ſuggeſted by Elilu in one of 
his ſpeeches to Job, that how fit an employ- 
ment ſoever it be for all the children of men 
to be inquiring after their Maker, yet this 
was the ſerious exerciſe of very few; ſo few, 
that we may ſay comparatively none; None 
ſaith, <ohere is GO D my maker : and it is 
to be feared, that a negligent diſregard of 
the creator is not leſs general in our day. 
Strange and amazing ſtupidity this! — “ I 
« find myſelf in being; how came I to 
« exiſt? who gave me this being?“ not y- 
ſelf; that is impoſſible : not my parents; for 
whatſoever they as inſtruments contributed 
towards my being, I have ſomething in 
me which they could not give or convey. 
My reaſonable and immortal ſpirit could 
not be the produce of my parents, nor of 
any other created being : unleſs, according 
to the ſcheme of a zealous writer of the laſt 
age, * immortality is only an accident, 
* and to be confer'd by baptiſm, provided 
* that baptiſm be adminittered by men 
* eprſcopally ordained.” If this were the 
cate, I confeſs it is as eaſy for an Eugliſb 

| prieſt 


Prov. xxx. 4. Job xxxv. 10. * Dadivell. 
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prieſt to make an immortal ſoul, as it is for 
a Romiſh prieſt to make a Gop. 

IT muſt be ſome intelligent agent, ſupe. 
rior to all created nature, that is able to 
produce ſuch a being as I am. And who 
can this be but Gop, the great creator of 
all things? It is for his good * pleaſure we 
are and were created. He is the former of 
our bodies, and the father of our ſpirits, 
His infinite im and almighty power pro- 
duced ſuch a creature into being; and his 
immenſe goodneſs prompted him to it. We 
owe our whole ſelves to Gop, as having re- 
ceived both foul and body from him. His 
wiſdom formed the plan of our bodies; his 
power erected the wondrous building; and 
his own divine image was the model, ac- 
cording to which our ſouls, with all their 
uſeful faculties, were made. He that cre- 
ated the heavens, and ſtretched them out ; be 
that ſpread forth the earth, and that which 
cometh out of it; tis the fame almighty 
Gop, that giveth breath to the people, and 
ſpirit to them that walk therein. 


3. INQuIRE and think what jo of a 
creature Gop has made thee ; and 
what he has done for thee in thy 
creation, 


Tn1s 


Rev. iv. 11. 1 II. xl, 2, and Heb, xii, 9. J. 
xlii. 5. 
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Ta1s is a neceſſary part of duty, and 
will anſwer valuable purpoſes to promote 
religion in heart and life. Ten thouſand fa- 
tal miſtakes are to be placed to the account 
of ſelf-1ignorance. Did men conſider more 
carefully what fort of creatures they are ; 
did they know themſelves more thoroughly; 
we ſhould ſoon ſee the world vaſtly a- 
mended, _ 

LET me then inquire, © what am I? 
« what kind of creature has Gop made 
« me?” I find myſelf placed among an order 
of creatures at the top of the viſible. crea- 
tion; I am made a partaker of the human 


nature. Gop has done great things for me. 


The two grand conſtituent parts of my na- 
ture are body and foul : by the one I am re- 


| hated to the earth; and by the other allied to 


the world of ſpirits, and can claim kindred 
with Gop himſelf. 


Ir I examine the ſtructure of my body, 


[ muſt expreſs my grateful admiration in 
the devout language of the inſpired Pſalmiſt; 
' 1 will praiſe thee, O GOD, for I am fear- 
fully and wonder fully made ; my ſubſtance was 


not hid from thee, when Twas made in ſecret, 


and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt parts of 


the earth, The curious workmanſhip of 


our bodies is a proper ſubject of admiration : 


luch a vaſt varicty of members; every 
member 


Pſal. cxxxix, 14, 15, 
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member a wonder all of them adjuſted and 
diſpoſed in the fitteſt manner to anſwer the 
purpoſes both of 2% and of ornament, To 
conſider how curioufly we are wrought ; or, 
as the Hebrew expreſſes it, & imbroidered; 
exquiſitely compoſed of bones and muſcles, 
veins and arteries, finews and other parts; 
and all framed with the moſt amazing ſkill; 
this may well excite admiration in us, as it 
has in Heathens themſelves. 

Bur if I proceed to examine the nature of 
my ſoul, ſo far as I can know it; and ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the powers and faculties there- 
of, my gratitude and ſurprize mult be greatly 
beightened. When Gop had created the 
fabrick of the body, and finiſhed the walls 
of clay, he introduced a noble gueſt to dwell 
in it, and both together make the man. My 
foul is a ＋ particle of divine breath; a rea- 
ſonable, intelligent, immortal being; made 
capable of knowing, loving, and enjoying 
God, in ſome meaſure here, more fully 


* bereafter ; it derives its original from hea- 


ven, and thither it tends again. May almigh- 
ty grace prevent its miſcarrying by the way! 


4. RecoLLECT and think for what pur- 


poſe Gop made thee. What was = 
en 


* The vrlgar renders it acupittus : we are a fine 
picce of needle- work, or curious imbroidery. 
ft Divine ftarticula gure, 
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end and view in creating ſuch a being? 


What did Gop ſend thee into life for ? 


TH1s is an inquiry of great conſequence ; 
and we ſhould ſeriouſly meditate upon the 
proper anſwer to it. In general it is this; 
« ] was made, as all other creatures were, 
« for Gor :” * the Lord hath made all things 
for himſelf. Not for his real advantage, for 
he is incapable of receiving benefit from any 
of his creatures: our goodneſs extendeth not 
unto him ; neither can the moſt exalted 
angel profit the Almighty. God's eflential 
felicity cannot be really affected by any cre- 
ated beings : the holy angels are not capable 
of adding to it; the devils in hell cannot 
impair or take from it. Nevertheleſs he 
has made us for himſelf, i. e. for his own 
ſervice and glory ; that he might give an 
illuſtrious diſcovery of his infinite goodneſs, 
wiſdom, power, and his other moſt glorious 
perfections. I was made to love, ſerve, and 
glorify Gop, to ſpeak forth his praiſes, and 
to make his name glorious, and to contribute 
my part towards promoting his honour in 
the world. For this purpoſe, Gop has 
given to me powers and faculties, far beyond 
what the inferior parts of the creation have: 
He ' teacheth us more than the beaſts of the 
earth, and maketh us wiſer than the fowls of 
beaven, Inconſequence of this, we mult con- 

* Prov. xvi. 4. Job. xxxv. II. 


2 clude, 
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clude, that Gop expects more from us than 
from them: an infinitely wiſe creator would 
nzver have given us higher capacities than 
the brutes, if he deſigned us for no higher 
purpoſes. Surely we may from the noble 
wers of our ſouls infer, that we do not 
ive merely to live ; that we were born for 
ſomething better than to. eat and drink, to 
provide for our bddily ſubſiſtence ; and to 
keep in repair and uphold our earthly taber- 
nacles, as long as we can, The brutes have 
natural inſtincts, which direct them to all 
this; they are hereby taught to chooſe what 
things are moſt convenient to their natures, 
and to avoid what would be prejudicial or 
deſtructive. But «ve were created for greater 
ends; for nothing leſs than 70 glorify Gop, 
and 10 be happy in him. We are made ca- 
pable of knowing Gop, of being obedient 
to his moral government; and we are de- 
ſigned, by proper methods in this ſtate of 
trial, to be trained up in a preparation for the 
ſtate of perfect happineſs, which we are ca- 
pable of enjoying for ever. Once more. 


5. REMEMBER, and call to mind, what 
returns thou haſt made to thy creator ; 
and how thou haſt anſwer'd the ends of 
thy being, 


Lr every one of us this day review 


life, and conſider to what purpoſes we have 
| lived! 
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lived ! and, I am perſuaded, the beſt amongſt 
us will ſee reaſon to figh out ſome doleful la- 
mentation, like this: Alas! how little 
« careful have I been to act correſpondently 
« to the great deſigns my creator had in 
« view, when he commanded me into be- 
« ing! how ſeldom has Gop been in my 
« thoughts! how little have I done for 
« him or my own ſoul! my higheſt inte- 
« reſts have been leaſt attended to; and my 
conduct has been very unworthy of thoſe 
* great things which Gop did for me in 
* my creation | ” 

Ix DE ED, a ſerious inquiry into our paſt be- 
haviour, can ſcarce fail of being very ſervice- 
able to us, let the reſult be what it will. For 

Ir I find, I have in the main remember d 
my creator, and endeavoured conſcientiouſly 
to anſwer the end of my being : what cauſe 
ſhall I have for thankfulneſs? what foun- 
dation of comfort? what pleaſure in looking 
back? and what rapturous joy in future 
proſpects ? | 

Ir I find, I have forgotten the Lord my 
naler; too much neglected him, and the 
great concerns of my ſoul.; and not duly 
attended to the noble ends of my creation; 
what a motive will this be to double dili- 
gence for the future? what proper humilia- 
tion will it excite in my ſoul for what is 
paſt ? how earneſt will it make me in prayers 


to Gop, that he would mercifully overlook 
C 2 former 
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former neglects and miſtakes; and that he 
would graciouſly give me help for time to 
come.— This is an excellent way of begin- 
ning a ne- year | 

THESE ſeveral heads, I think, repreſent 
the full extent of the royal preacher's mean- 
ing, in the advice he gives young men, to 
remember their creator; and they involve 
the whole of practical godlineſs: for un- 
der one or other of them, are included all 
the duties we owe to him who made us; 
and, by conſequence, every thing which by 
the law of creation, or the revealed will of 
the creator, is become our duty as well to 
our fellow-creatures, and ourſelves, as to his 
Majeſty, So that the advice here given 
amounts to this: mind religion, cultivate 
* holineſs of heart and life ;” or, according 
to the language of the inſpired apoſtle, * Ex- 
erciſe thyſelf unto godlineſs; or as Solomon 
himſelf ſpeaks more explicitely, fear GOD 
and keep his commandments, 

Having diſtintly repreſented the na- 
ture and extent of the duty here injoined ; 
we are now, according to the propoſed 
ſcheme, to confider, 


II. Tux particular ſeaſon of life here ſpe- 
cified, as peculiarly proper for the dil- 
charge of this duty: in the days of thy 


outh. 
: Tur 


2 1 Tim. iv. 7. Eccleſ. xii. 13. 
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Tax Greeks divided human life into ſe- 
ven different Rages ; the fh of which they 
termed Næorns, youth ; and this they reckon- 
ed the ſpace between fourteen years of age 
and thirty. But we need not be nice in de- 
termining the preciſe time of life here de- 
ſigned: indeed, I imagine, that Solomon in- 
tends no more than early life; that this im- 
portant work ſhould be undertaken ſoon, and 
not be put off to an uncertain hereafter. 
When the underſtanding is dawning, and 
youth are capable of receiving knowledge, 
and of uſing their reaſonable powers, tho 


in a feeble degree; they ſhould begin here, 


remember their creator; this ſhould be the 


firſt buſineſs of life; attended to not only a- 


bove, but alſo before any other concerns, how 
momentous ſoever, 

Try1s advice is peculiarly ſuitable to 
youth, For young men are moſt addicted to 
vanity and folly ; their paſſions and affec- 
tions are vigorous and ſtrong ; they gene- 
rally expect great things from the world, pro- 
miſe themſelves a great deal of pleaſure in 
the amuſements and entertainments of it ; 
and fo they fondly make their court to it ; 
giving themſelves up to the influence of 


worldly principles and examples, And if 


they have the advantage of dear parents, 
faithful miniſters, and kind friends, to ad- 
viſe, warn and admoniſh them otherwiſe ; 

the 
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the ſelf-conceit of young men often times 
make them neglect, and it may be, deſpiſe 
their monitors; there is a certain impetuo. 
fity, a head-ſtrong obſtinacy in many, (Goy 
forbid it ſhould be thus with /') that hard- 
ens them againſt the counſels of their friends; 
when, at the fame time, it ſoftens and makes 
them yielding like wax, to every alluring 


- temptation, and hurries them on with a 


furious zeal into the ways of fin *; to the 
neglect of Gop, and to their own certain 
prejudice in 7s world, and the next. 
For this reaſon, the royal preacher par- 
ticularly ſpecifies the days of youth. — Not, 
that others are exempted from this work : 
no, Sirs ; it is the indiſpenſible duty of all 
men in every ſtage of life, to remember their 
creator, and to make religion their conſtant 
care and practice. The old are not left to 
themſelves ; tis their duty to maintain, and 
cultivate a moſt reverential regard to Gop 
their maker; and then only is their hoary 
head a crown of glory, when it is found in 
the way of righteouſneſs . True piety adds 
a glory to old-age; and when it is ſo adorn- 
ed, it is a good old-age ; worth deſiring, as 
truly valuable in z/elf, and commanding a 
reſpectful reverence from all others. If men 
who are already got forward, or far advanc- 
ed in life, have not minded religion before; 


they 


* Cereus in vitium flecti, monitoribus aſper. 
Hor. de Art. Pott. 


* Prov. xvi. 31, 


* 7 
Juvenis 


& ad o 
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they muſt begin now: if they have; they 
muſt ſtill purſue it. 

Tax meaning therefore of Solomon's ad- 
vice in the text is; that we ſhould be- 
« Zjmes, and in early life, Begin to ſerve the 
« Lord; we ſhould in our youth remember 


« our creator; at firſt ſetting out in life; ſo 


« ſoon as we come to the regular uſe of 
« reaſon, we ſhou'd employ it in meditat- 
ing upon Gop, in cultivating a knowledge 
« and acquaintance with him : we cannot 
« begin this work too ſoon, The firſt part 
« of life, our youthful days ſhould be thus 
engaged.“ In the Hebrew it is, in the 
days of thy choice *: i. e. either, in thy cboice 
days; our beſt days ſhould be devoted to Go p 
and religion, when we are capable of moſt 
active ſervice: or, im the days of thy choofrng ; 
youth is the time, in which perſons ſettle 
to one or other kind of buſineſs; they then 
generally chooſe the manner of life and oc- 
cupation, which they intend to purſue. 
Now, ſays Solomon to the young man; 
« when thou art thus chooſing, don't for- 
* get thy creator, be ſure to remember him; 
* aſk his advice, yield thyſelf to his direc- 
* tion and conduct, implore the favour of 
* his providence ; and at firſt ſetting out 
* ſecure his friendſhip, by. paying him thoſe 
* regards, 

ma, tuarum eleftionum, Per metalepſin n 


juvenis, q. ad militiam & negotia electus & idoneus, 
& ad omnes operas ſelectus. Buxt. Ep. Fam, | 
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© regards, which his relation to thee and 
e thy obligations to him neceſſarily require at 
* thine hands: they are all ſum'd up in 
* one comprehenſive term, remember thy 
* creator.” 

I wouLD here mention ſome of thoſe 
arguments which inforce this duty ; and de. 
monſtrate it to be a moſt fit and reaſonable 
thing on all accounts, to enter upon the 
practice of ſtrict religion in early life, and to 
remember our creator in the days of youth, 
And I wiſh to Go p, that ſome thoughts 
may be ſuggeſted, that may faſten upon the 
minds of young perſons, and prevail with 
them to conſecrate the prime of life to the 
ſervice of their Maker ! | 


1. WE are obliged to this. in point of 
auty. 


Ir is not a matter of indifference, nor 
are we left at liberty to do it, or not to do 
it: but Gop ſtrictly commands our early 
regards; he made us for himſelf. When 
we come firſt to the uſe of our reaſonable 
powers, and are capable of conſidering what 
ſort of creatures Gop hath made us, duty 
obliges us to imploy thoſe powers in the ſer- 
vice and to the glory of our great creator, 
We ſhould immediately be caſting about in 
our minds, how we may beſt anſwer the 


end of our creation, Lord, what «wilt = 
| ave 
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love me to do? It is a plain dictate of the 
law of nature, that creatures ſhould pay ho- 
mage to their creator ; and ſhould diſcharge 
all thoſe duties, which ſuch a relation infers. 


2. In point of gratitude we are obliged 
to this, 


Ir one part of life & really better than 
another, ſurely gratitude requires us to de- 
vote that to the ſervice of the great creator, 
to whom we owe all. The time of youth, 
the earlieſt part of life, is upon many ac- 
counts the beſt; when we are in ſtrength 
and vigour, both of body, and of mind; 
when all the powers of our ſouls are in a 
lively frame, capable of full exerciſe ; not 
yet infeebled by long and conſtant uſe; 
nor impaired by the infirmities of a diſor- 
dered, decaying body, which, according to 
the laws of union, it is eaſily affected with. 

Hr, who deſerves our all, ſhould cer- 
tainly have our bet: and if we are for put- 
ting him off with our wwr/?, and what in- 
deed is ſcarce good for any thing; we ſuf- 
aciently diſcover, that we are inſenſible of 
our obligations ; nor ſhall we ever be able 
to clear ourſelves from the charge of vile 
ingratitude. 

Tus is one of the arguments our ſa- 
cred author uſes to preſs his advice on young 
perſons; for thus he adds, immediately af- 
D ter 


—— — 
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ter the text, <ohzle the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, J 
have no pleaſure in them; i. e. advanced 
years, when men are growing old: and 
then in an clegant train of metaphors, he 
beautifully repreſents the infirmities of old 
age, and ſhows how unfit a ſeaſon it is for 
active ſervice in the buſineſs of religion; and 
conſequently, how monſtrouſly abſurd and 
ungrateful to Gop it muſt be, to adjourn 
our regards to him, till ſuch a time of 
life, when we are wearing out apace, and 
in a manner are fit for nothing. 

Rx APD Solomon's deſcription of the infir- 
mities of old-age? ; recolle& what obſer- 
vations yourſelves have made of this nature, 
in the caſe of others; and then tell me, 
whether you judge it likely, that you ſhall 
remember your creator o any good pur- 
poſe, if you are to begin the work at that 
time of life. Or, let me aſk ; is this a grate- 
ful return to thy creator? is this thy kind- 


neſs to thy heavenly friend, from whom is 
derived all thou art and all thou ha, to 


put him off with the dregs of life ? when 
we have ſcarce more than an animal life, all 
the faculties of our ſouls being feeble and 
dull, all the members of our bodies ſtiff 
and weak; is this a time to begin with Gop, 
and to enter upon the practice of religion? 
The ſervice of Gop, and the concerns of our 


ſouls 
Ver. 2, 3, 4, 57 6. 
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fouls deſerve and require out utmoſt might 
and ſtrength ; and is it fit to defer theſe to 


Ir 
I our decrepit years, when ffrength and heart 
d are both failing? © when the tackling is 
d « ſpoilt, and the ſhip rotten,” (as a learn- 
be ed writer ſays ) * is that a time to put 
d « to ſea, or rather, when the ſhip is new 
Yr « built? ſhall the devil feaſt upon the flow- 
d « er, and freſhneſs of your youth, and Gop 
d " only have the ſcraps and fragments of 
n « the devil's table?“ 
of 
d 3. We are obliged to this in point of 
prudence, 
I's 
[= To remember our creator in the days of 
e, youth, is the wiſeſt ſtep we can poſſibly take; 
e, not only as we ſhall then do it 79 better 
ll purpoſe, than in more advanced years; which 
F- has been hinted already: nor merely, as 
at hereby we ſhall promote our own advant- 
= age; of which I ſhall ſpeak hereafter : but 
4 prudence ſtrictly obliges us to it, upon ano- 
is ther weighty conſideration, which may fit- 
o ly be mentioned ow, viz. That the days 


of youth may poſlibly be the only time we 
ſhall have for this work; it is therefore 
the higheſt madneſs to poſtpone the buſi- 
neſs of religion, till an uncertain future 
time. 


D 2 A s E- 


* Dr, Manton, on Pſ. cxix. 
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A SERIOUS regard to Gop and religi- 
on is, of all others, the moſt important con. 
cern of human life; 'tis the one thing need. 


ful; of abſolute neceſſity to be done in ſome 


rt of life, or we are undone for ever. 
Will not prudence, then, command us not 
to defer this important work ? are not de. 
lays dangerous, and may they not be fatal? 
thou owneſt a conviction, that the creator 
ought to be remembered ; and why not 
now ? haſt thou any affair of equal conſe- 
quence ? is it not madneſs to run a hazard 
here? is it too ſoon to enter upon religion? 
or canſt thou with fatety adjourn the 
grand and weighty affair? how knoweſt 
thou, oh young man, whether thy creator, 


whom thou doſt ſhameſully neglect, will 


allow thee any future time? remember as 
he made thee at firſt, ſo he can unmake 
thee again, whenever he pleaſes ; thy times 
are in his hands; to be lengthened out, or 


cut ſhort, as he ſhall think fit: and may'ſt 
thou not reaſonably expect, that he will 


take thee away in the midſt of 'thy days, in 
the carlier part of life, as a juſt puniſhment 
for thine ungrateful, and affronting treat- 
ment of him? life is very precarious ; the 
thread is fine, and ſoon ſnapt. Thou art 
young and vigorous at preſent ; thy moun- 
tain ſeems to ſtand ſtrong ; but doſt thou 
hereupon preſume ? oh fooliſh and unwile ! 


thou knoweſt not how ſoon the vital knot, 
which 


9 
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which binds ſoul and body together, may 
be broken, and the duſt return to the earth 
gs it was; and the ſpirit unto Gon who 
gave it; another of Solomon's arguments to 
inforce his advice to youth. 1 Gon can ſoon 
change thy countenance, and ſend thee away. 
Youth and vigour are no ſecurity againſt the 
arreſt of death. - The Jes have a pro- 
verb, that in Golgotha are ſkulls of all ſizes: 
the young and the old, the weak and the 
firong, meet together in the ſilent grave. 
Many more die young, than live to old 
age. What a ſweep has death made of the 
healthy; the young, the vigorous and ſrong 
laſt year! * how many of our own acquaint- 
ance, friends or relations have in that com- 
paſs of time been ſummoned into eternity ! 
and how knoweſt thou, oh young man, 
who art for deferring the remembrance of 
thy creator till future time; how knoweſt 
thou, I ſay, but that 7his year thou ſhalt 
die. Now therefore is thy time; it may. 
be, all thy time; now, or, for what thou 
knoweſt, never. Life may be cut ſhort at 
once, and thou mayſt be ſnatched away, 
without having an opportunity of hearing 
Gop's call any more. Behold, now is the 
accepted time, behold, now is the day f ſalva- 
tion ! IN 


4 Inf, v. 

Ihe yearly bill reckons between the age of twenty 
and fifty, (which is the moſt vigorous part of life) no 
| than 10,023. 

f 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
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In a word; we cannot begin a work of 
this importance 20 ſoon; we may defer it tas 
long ; and then are we miſerable, paſt reco- 
very. Wiſdom and prudence therefore, 
moſt londly call upon us to mind religion 
early ; and not by wicked delays to hazard 
our ſouls, and put our eternal happineſs up- 
on the greateſt uncertainty. 


4. IN point of intereſt we are alſo obliged 
to this. 


Ir you are real friends to yourſelves, you 
will remember your creator in the days of your 
youth, This is the ſureſt way of promoting 
your own intereſt. And this is an argument, 
which I hope you'll feel the weight of, and 
readily yield to! Every one who neglects 
God, wrongeth his own ſoul ; cuts himſelf off 
from that happineſs, which he might other- 
wiſe enjoy; but thoſe * «who ſeek GOD earh, 
ſhall find him. A moſt gracious promiſe this 
ſufficient to excite the earlieſt regards to our 
creator! To find Gop, is a phraſe including 
all happineſs. © If Gop is mine, what need 
* I more? I have all I hope, and all I wiſh,” 
Who would not devote his early life to the 
ſervice of his creator, when he has ſuch an 
encouraging promiſe to build upon ? 


Ws 


* Prov, viii. 27. 


he 
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We ſhall hereby lay in early for the fa- 
your of Gop. If we betimes yield ourſelves 
to him, he will readily become ours; and 
how rich an advantage will hereby accrue to 
us, we cannot fully tell. Gop not onl 
erbects our early regards to him; but he 
is extremely pleaſed with them; and will 
moſt graciouſly reward them. 

NoTHING more acceptable to the great 
creator, than to ſee young perſons inquir- 
ing after him, dedicating their tender years 
to his ſervice, and entering upon a ſtrict 
profeſſion and practice of religion in the 
firſt beginning of life, He takes a kind 
notice of ſuch ; * Thus ſaith the Lord, I re- 
member thee, the kindneſs of thy you Tn, 
the love of thine eſpouſals. Under the law, 
you know, the fir t- fruits and the firſt-born 
were devoted to Gop, as his peculiar pro- 
perty ; ſo ſhould the ft of our fime. Per- 
haps, the great ſatisfaction our bleſſed Sa- 
yiour diſcovered in having little children 
brought to him, might be deſigned to re- 
preſent how acceptable to him early piety 
is. Of all the diſciples St. John was the 
youngeſt, and, as it ſhould ſeem, the mo/? 
belved : he is ſpoken of under this ſweet 
and emphatical periphraſis, * tbe diſciple 
whom Feſus loved. 


Br- 


TTer, ii, 2, John xix 26, and xxi, 20. 


28 Farly religion recommended. 


Bes1DEs ; remembring our creator in the 
days of youth is decorous, it has a good ape 
and looks well. It is a ſign we have a juſt 
honour and regard for Gop, when we give 
him our fr/# and our b:/f. The incompara- 
ble archbiſhop Tillaſon has a very affecting 
paragraph on this ſubject; the thoughts are 
quite natural, but expreſſed in a maſterly 
manner, almoſt peculiar to himſelf; II 
borrow his own words, that none of the 
beauty may be loſt. As there is joy in 
ce heaven at the converſion of a great and 
* old ſinner; ſo it cannot but be a very de- 
ce lightful ſpectacle to Gop, and angels, and 
te the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, to 
« ſee a young per ſon, beſieged by powerful 
ce temptations on either fide, to acquit him- 
« ſelf gloriouſly, and reſolutely to hold out a- 
ce gainſt the moſt violent aſſaults: to behold 
te one in the prime and flower of his age, 


* that is courted by.pleaſures and honours, by 


ce the devil, and all the bewitching vanities 
te of this world, to reject all theſe, and to 
te cleave ſtedfaſtly to Gop : nay, to frown 
© upon all theſe temptations, and to look 
ce down upon them with indignity and ſcorn; 
and to fay, let thoſe dote on theſe things, 
© who know no better; let them adore ſen- 


te ſual pleaſures and lying vanities, who are 


te ignorant of the fincere and ſolid pleaſures 
ce of religion and virtue; let them run into 


ce the arms of temptations, who can forget 
Gen 
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« God their creator, their preſerver, and the 
guide of their youth as for me, I will ſerve 
the Lord, and will imploy my whole time, 


either innocently or uſctully, in ſerving 
4 Gop, and in doing good to men, who are 


' made after the image of Gop: this work 
« ſhall take up my whole life, there ſhall be 
no void nor empty ſpace in it; I will en- 
% deayour, as much as poſſibly I can, that 
there may be no gap or breach in it for the 
« devil and his temptations to enter: Lord, 
e will be thine, I have choſen thee for m 

% happineſs and my portion for ever : whom 
e bave I in beaven but thee ? and there is none 
e upon earth, that I defire beſides thee. Lo, 
« they that are far from thee ſhall periſh ; 
c but it is good for me to draw near to GOD, 
* to begin and end my days in his fear and 
eto his glory “.“ 

AND, as early religion is thus peculiarly 
acceptable to Gor; ſo it is what he will 
graciouſly reward, with a rich ſapply of bleſſ- 
ings, perhaps in this world, molt certainly 
in the next, He will not * forget your la- 
bour of love; it * ſhall not be in vain in tle 
Lord, 

I wouLD here particularly mention ſome 
few advantages, which an early regard to 
Gop and religion will ſecure to us; and 
which we ſhal F find will be of great ſervice 


Nel 520. 
» Heb. vi. 10. D. xv. 


E to 


to us in life. They carry their own evidence 
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along with them; and are ſuch conſiderations, 
as well deſerve to be the ſubject of medita- 
tion in your moſt ſerious and retired hours. 


Mm OO. - MM. was a 


1. Tus is really the beſt method you 
can take, to engage the preſence of 
Gop with you in all after-parts of 
life; and to ſecure the bleſſing and 
conduct of divine Providence in all 
your affairs. 


LET us ſet out with Gop, and he will 


never withdraw from us, unleſs we firſt for- 


fake him. The providence of Gop ſuper- 3 


intends all human concerns; and we muſt a 
depend upon his favour, for the ſucceſs of our tt 
affairs, and for all the comforts of life. And 1 
if we early remember him, and * commit our- * 
ſelves to him in well-doing, as to a faithful 8 
creator; we may be aſſured that he will di- he 


rect cur ſteps, and order all things for our beſt n 
advantage. If we ſeek firſt the kingdom of * 
GOD and his righteouſneſs, all theſe things 8 


ſhall be added unto us. So Chriſt tells his * 


diſciples; and ſo every good chriſtian ſhall, 1 
nndoubtedly find: all theſe things, all the * 
good things of the preſent life, /hall be ad- fe 
ded unto you, i. e. as far as they will be good 
ſor you, and will promote your real intereſt. 


But we muſt leave Gop, in his infinite wiſ- 
dom, 


1 I Pet. iv. 19. Y Mat. vi. 32. 
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dom, to judge for us in the caſe; and he 
knows what is good for us, better than we 


do ourſelves. Were we left to be our own 
carvers, we ſhould ſoon become jelf-tor- 


mentors, or ſelf-deſtroyers. 


2. EARLY regards to Gop and religi- 
on, will help to fortify you againſt all 
the temptations and ſnares, the diffi- 
culties and oppoſition, you may be 
afterwards expoſed to, in the chriſtian 
life. 


Tur world, in which we now ſojourn, 
s a deſert wilderneſs; beaſts of prey roam 
about it; thorns and briars grow thick; ten 
thouſand intricacies and perplexities; by-ways 
without number, and enemies both powerful 
and cunning. This our preſent condition 
nor can we ever expect to get ſafe to our 
heavenly home, unleſs we are ſupported by 
a ſtrength ſuperior to our own, and are un- 
der the conduct of divine grace. But this 
we ſhall not fail of, if we in early life, yield 
ourſelves to Gop, and enter upon the prac- 
tice of religion. The grace of Chriſt ſhall 
be ſuffictent for us, and his ſtrength be made 
fer fect in our weakneſs. Gop will be with us 
all the way we go, and * will guide us with 
bis counſel, till at length he receives us 10 
glory, 
E 2 Mok z- 


2 2 Cor, xii, . Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. 
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MoREOVER ; next to the aſſiſtance of 
divine grace, there is nothing will enable 
us ſo effectually to battle the tempter, as a 
ſenſe of our having early entered upon the 
practice of ſtrict godlineſs. This will inſpire 
us with the heroic courage of Joſeph, who 
hereby repel'd a very powertul tempta- 
tion; how can I do this wickedneſs and ſin 
againſt Gop *? how can J, a child of the 
covenant, in my tender years devoted to 
Gop by my pious father; J, who in early 
life profeſſed religion, and have been taught 
to fear GOD from my youth; J, who call 
myſelf by the name of the Gop of Jacob 
my father; and declare myſelf his devoted 
ſervant, under the ſtrongeſt ties of duty and 
gratitude ; how can I do this wickedneſs and 


in againſt Go p? this was the argument, 


which made his holy foul reje& with ſcorn 
and diſdain the propoſal of his maſter's 
wite, when ſhe would have corrupted his 
virtue. 

Axp thus, in the progreſs of life, may 
we be able to elude the moſt artful folli- 
citations to ſin, by the conſideration of our 
having early devoted ourſelves to the ſervice 
of our creator. Am I tempted to this, 
&* or the other fin? — Hao can J do this 
&« wickedneſs, and fin againſt Go p? get 
te thee behind me, Satan; what meaneſt 
* thou to make this attack upon my vit- 

ce tue 


Gen. xxxix. 9, 7 


li 


ſu 


— 
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« tue and religion ? I have been long dedi- 
« cated to my creator Gop; I entered u 

« on religion in my early youth ; I know 
« whom I have believed; I know I ſerve 
« good maſter ; he has always approved 
« himſelf ſuch to me. Twould be baſe 
« ingratitude to deal treacherouſly with 
« him: I have not found inguity in him, 
« nor has he given me the leaſt cauſe to be 
« weary of him, It is no way conſiſtent 
« with my avowed character, and my pro- 
« fefſed relation to Gor, to comply with 
« any temptation to that which is ſinful. 
« By long and early experience I know 
e what the ways of Gop are; and by the 
« aſliſtance of divine grace, my moſt cun- 
* ning and powerful enemies ſhall never 
* ſeduce me out of them, or prevail upon 
* me deliberately to do any thing incon- 
« ſiſtent with my duty, or unſuitable to my 
« obligations to my creator,” | 


3. Tux ſooner we enter upon religion, 


we are more likely to adhere cloſely to 
it ; and the greater progreſs ſhall we 


make in it. 


Tur practice of religion begun in early 
life, will every day become more familiar 
and eaſy, We ſhall gradually grow into a 


habit of being good, and with great plea- 


lure ſhall proceed in wiſdom's ways, Young 
I minds 
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minds are moſt ſuſceptive of imprefliong, 
And, whether good or bad principles are 
imbibed in the beginning of lite, they uſually 
ſtick cloſe and laſt long; and the after-part 
of life is moſt uſually of a piece. 

Ir a courſe of fin is early enter'd upon; 
it ſeldom happens, but the poor creature is 
hurried on from one vice to another with 
eager deſire, till he becomes hardened in 
fin, and a monſter in iniquity. Some there 
are, indeed, whom divine grace arreſts in 


their full career, and prevents the dreadful 
ruin they were bringing upon themſelves ; 


they are as a fire-brand pluckt out of the 


burning ©, Oh that inſtances of this might 
be more frequent ! may many be recovered 
out of the ſnares of the devil, to the tri- 


umph of rich grace ! 

In like manner, when young men be- 
come religious, and betimes remember their 
creator; the habits of virtue grow up 
with them ; their graces improve ; ſerious 
thoughts imploy their minds ; religion be- 
comes their delight; the practice of duty 
is grateful; they make a conſiderable pro- 
ficiency in the ſchool of Chriſt; and they 
are growing up towards perfection. They 
go from duty to duty, from grace to grace, 
and ſo are ripening for glory. They have 
the pleaſure to find themſelves every day 
drawing nearer home, and of ſeeing their 


com- 


0 Amos iv. II. 


n 
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complete happineſs coming on apace. Their 
path is as the ſbining hight, that ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect day . There are 
indeed, ſome unhappy inſtances of apoſtacy 
and degeneracy, where the growth of re- 
ligion is ſtopt ; and no good fruit ſprings up 
from the good ſeed, that was early ſown, 
as might have been expected. The princi- 
ples of religion, betimes inſtilled into them, 
are borne down, or worn out by the power 
of indwelling luſts, excited into action by 
the bad examples of a wicked and licentious 
world. GoD grant that ſuch inſtances of 
back-ſliding may ſeldom be known! but 
may early principles of piety and virtue, 
where- ever implanted, be cultivated and 
cheriſhed by divine grace, and become pro- 
ductive of the fruits of righteouſneſs, to the 
glory of Go p, and the advantage of the 
world. May thoſe, who in youth, ſet out 
well, continue ſo to run, that they may ob- 
tain ©; and having begun in the ſpirit, may 
not end in the fleſh* ] 

BuT tho' there may be ſome exceptions, 
on both ſides of the caſe ; yet the general 
rule will ſtill hold good, vg. that thoſe, who 
in the firſt part of life mind religion, are 
moſt likely to adhere to it, and to make a 
greater progreſs in it afterwards. Upon this 
principle, no doubt, the remark of Solomon 
is grounded, train up a child in the way he 

ſhould 


Prov. iv. 18, © 1 Cor, ix. 24. Gal. iii. 3. 
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ſhould go, and when he is old, he will not db 


from it:. Not that this is akoays, and 
univerſaliy the caſe ; (I wiſh to Gop it was!) 
but only generally, or what may with great 
reaſon be ordinarily expected. The obſer- 
vation of moſt judicious men hath con- 
firmed the remark, that impreſſions made 
betimes continue /ong ; like a new veſſel, 
retaining for a great while the ſmell and 
taſte of whatever it was firſt ſeaſoned with; 
"tis the Roman poets ſimilitude *. 


4. Tus is laying a ſure foundation for 
comfort in after-life, 


On how pleaſing a reflection will early 
religion afford afterwards ! there is nothing 
will furniſh to the ſerious chriſtian ſuch 
comfort; as this; eſpecially at thoſe ſeaſons, 
when he ſtands in moſt need of comfort; 
and when pleaſing reflections are moſt de- 
firable.! namely, . 

(1.) In the advance of life, and when 
the infirmities of old-age are coming on. 
« A well ſpent youth (ſays one) is the beſt 
ſolace of old-age.” + How joyous at ſuch a 
ſeaſon will it be to reflect, © by the 2 

3 9 
£ Prov, xxii. 6. | 
Quo ſemel eſt imbuta recens ſervabit odorem 
Teſta diu. * Hor. Epiſt. 2. I. 1. 


Optimum ſenectutis ſolatium bene, tranſacta ju- 
ventus. Geer. apud Poli Syn. ad loc. 
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« of Gop I had the advantage of a reli- 
« gjous education, under the inſtruction of 
« tender parents; or of other pious friends, 
« on whoſe care Providence early caſt me. 
« By divine bleſſing upon their kind admo- 
« nitions, I was betimes brought into ac- 
« quaintance with Gop and the things of 
« Gop; and through his grace, I was in- 
« clined in the prime of life to ſet out in wiſ- 
« dom's ways ; I began the profeſſion of re- 
« ligion b:t;nes, and devoted myſelf to the 
« ſervice of my creator in my youthful days. 
« Bleſſed be GoD, who fo ſoon diſpoſed 
* my mind to the love and practice of re- 
e ligion! I can now look back upon that 
* ſcene with exquiſite pleaſure : the ſtep I 
* then took, was, I am convinced, the 
* beſt and wiſeſt I could have taken : twas 
« perfectly right. I began early with Gop, 
* and verily his goodneſs has attended me 
* ever ſince. Divine Providence has been 
* my conſtant guide and guard : nor have 
I reaſon to doubt of the continuance of 
* Gop's mercy towards me, to the very 
* cloſe of life. He, who has been the 
guide of my youth ; the ſtay and guard 
of my riper years; ſurely will not ca/# 
nme off in the time of old age“: no; this 
* Gop i my Gop for ever and ever; 
e «ell be my guide unto death. 

F 2, Tris 


> Pf, Ixxi. . i Pf, xlviii. 14. 
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2. Tu is will be a ſovereign cordial un- 
der the affflictions of life. How much wilt 
the edge of our cutting ſorrows be blunted 
by this thought: “ my afflictions come 
“ from at Gop, to whom I early de- 
*« voted myſelf, and whom from the fiſt 
* of life J have ſincercly ſerved ; and there- 
* fore, how ſharp ſoever the preſent viſita- 
* tion may be; yet I make no queſtion, but 
* my heavenly father ſees it neceſſary: and 
* I will chearfully ſubmit.” How much 
will this lighten our burdens, and leſſen our 
ſoreſt trials. In a day of diſtreſs, fuch a 
perſon has a plea, form'd ready to his hand, 


A 


which he may urge with great advantage; 


T am thine, Lord ſave mex. My almighty 
creator, whom I remember'd in my youth, 
will now remember me ; and as he knows 
my frame, he will not lay more upon me, 
than he will enable me to bear. 

z. Tunis will afford divine comfort in the 
concluding ſcene of life ; when comfort will 
be indeed moſt valuable. We are naturally 
afraid of death; and, no doubt, it is an 
awful thing to die; but with what ſweet 
conſolation, and holy confidence may the 
good man, who has feared Gop from bis 


youth, launch into eternity? for with full 
aflurance of being regarded, he can addreſs 


his creator; © Iam thine, Lord receive me, 


« mts 


* Pfal. Cxix. 94. 
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« into thine hands I commit my ſpirit 1”. or 
in the reſigning language of our dear Re- 


deemer ; whoſe manner every chriſtian, both 


in life and death, deſires to imitate: - 
« ther, into thine hands 1 commend my ſpi- 
os; 


an earneſt wiſh, in which I hope you will 
all unite ; © May religion be our early, our 
« conſtant care through life] and may we 
« experience the comforts of it both [ng 
« and ding, as well as reap the glorious 
« rewards of it in an eternal ſtate of per- 
« fe& bliſs after death !” | 
ALL that now remains is the 


APP LIS AT YT 


Ir will not be neceſſary to ſay much here, 


becauſe the whole diſcourſe has, in a man- 


ner, been an addreſs to conſcience ; and every 
thought has been directed to practice. Let 
me, however, ſuggeſt two or three things. 


1, I wouLD, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, Teſume the exhortation in the text, 
and urge it upon the younzer part of 
my audience: Remember thy creator in 


the days of thy youth, 


F 2 I nave 
* FC anni. 5. = Luke xxiii. 46. 


I cLosE this part of my diſcourſe with 


{ 
i 
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I nave been earneſtly preſſing (oh would 
to Gop I might perſuade) you nw in the 
beginning of life, when you are come to 
the exerciſe of reaſon, to enter upon the 
practice of religion, and betimes to. ſeck 
Gop. 

IT is, my young friends, an affair of the 
higheſt importance : oh let it nat be put off 
any longer! you run a vaſt hazard by de- 
lays !—You are now called, but Gop may 
poſſibly call no more —you are yet within 
the reach of mercy ; a ſhort uncertain time 
may ſet you beyond it —The langer you de- 
fer it, the % inclind will you be hereafter, 
As you get forward in life, excuſes will ga- 
ther ſtrength; the cares of the world will 
increaſe; you will be in danger of contract- 
ing an ill habit; growing indolent and un- 
concerned about religion; and poſſibly, at 
length, you may entirely lay aſide all thoughts 
of this molt important work. 


2. LET not old perſons, or ſuch as are 
got beyond the days of youth, think 
themſelves unconcerned in a iubject of 
this nature. 


Tux advice of Solomon is, indeed, direct- 
ed to young perſons, to remember GoD be- 


times: but ſure it comes with double force 
to 
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to thoſe who are far advanced in life; eſpe- 
cially ſuch as have hitherto neglected Gop 
and their ſouls. Is Gop to be remember'd 
in the days of youth ? ſhould the firſt and 
he part of life be devoted to rehgion? and 
will thoſe, who are growing in years, or 
arrived at old age, and are conſcious of hav- 
ing neglected this duty, continue ſtill to ne- 
glect it? ſure it is high time to awake out 
of ſleep, to caſt off carnal ſecurity, and to 
inquire where is GO D my mater? | 

Fox God's ſake, for your own ſake, ſet 
about this work immediately, Perhaps you 
will be ready to ſay (and I don't wonder at 
your apprehenſive fears) * doubt Gop will 
not not accept me, who have diſregarded 
e him ſ long.” The devil too will encou- 
rage theſe fears all he can, that ſo he may 
divert thee from attending in good earneſt to 
religion. But, for thine encouragement, let 
me ſay; if under a ſerious conviction of paſt 
neglects, thou applieſt to Gop thro' Chriſt 
for mercy, and art ſincerely determined 
upon a religious life, thine heart being fully 
fix d for Gop; thou mayſt be aſſured, ac- 
cording to the conſtitution of the Goſpel, 
that thou ſhalt find mercy: God, for Chriſt's 
lake, will freely pardon paſt neglects, and 
receive thee graciouſly, tho thou comet late. 
The caſe of old ſinners is melancholy and 
fad, but not hopeleſs and deſperate. Tho 
they 
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— 
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they have delay d coming till the eleventh 
hour; till they are got almoſt to the end of 


life; yet, if Gop, who knows the heart, 


finds them fincere, he will 2 no wiſe caſt 
them out, While life is continued, and Gop 
1s calling, there is hope. It had, indeed, 
been well, if in early life, they had minded 
Gop and their ſouls; however, better late 
than ever. 

LET me add, by way of terror, to alarm 
you,and further to preſs upon you the remem- 
brance of your creator; that if you till de- 
lay this important work, and de/ignedly put 
it off, till you come to lie on a ſick and dy- 
ing bed ; as thinking it will be an eaſy matter 


to obtain mercy: I know no encouragement 


given you by the Goſpel, This, I fear, is 
the unhappy caſe of multitudes ; who de- 
ceived by vain hopes, difregard Gop, ne- 
glect the practice of religion, and perſiſt in a 


ſinful courſe, till life is juſt concluding ; and 


then, with eager zeal, they cry aloud, © Lord 


*« have mercy upon me! Chriſt have mercy 


& upon me The caſe of the penitent thiet 
on the croſs is widely different from theirs ; 
and gives them no ground for hope, Their 
defigned, voluntary, and obſtinate delay, tho 
often put in mind of their duty, and called 
upon to practiſe it, cuts them off from all 
reaſonable hopes of mercy. I would not, 


indeed, limit the mercy and grace of GoD, 
whoſe 
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whoſe perfections are all infinite: but I ſee 
no warrant the ſcripture gives, to offer com- 
fort in this ſad caſe; the hopes of ſuch are 

oundlefs, and they have too much reaſon 
to fear, that * he that made them will not have 
mercy on them, and he that formed them «ill 
ſteu them no favour. 


z. LET farents hence learn their duty. 


Is the creator to be remember'd in the 


days of youth ; how careful then ſhould pa- 


rents be to inſtruct their children early in 
the things of Gop? they ought to begin 
betimes to lead them into a knowledge of 
their maker; that they may be ſenfible both 
of their obligations 70 him, and of the du- 
tiful regards he expects from them, To a 


neglect of this, I fear, the degeneracy of 
the riſing generation, the growth of infide- 


lity, and the exorbitant increaſe of ſenſua- 
lity and licentiouſneſs, are principally to be 
aſcribed, My ſoul trembles to think, what 
a dreadful meeting ſuch careleſs, cruel pa- 
rents will have with their wicked children, 
at the bar of Gop at laſt, With what 
eternal curſes will their unhappy offspring 
load them? and what ſevere revenge will 
they take upon themſelves in the ſtinging 
refletions of their own awaken'd conſci- 

ences ? 

2 Iſa, Xxxvii. 11. 
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ences ? Oh that family- religion, and parental 
inſtruction might be revived in our day ! 
L T me in the moſt ſolemn manner agjure 
all parents, that without delay they apply 
themſelves to the conſcientious practice of 
this moſt important duty. Begin betimes to 
teach your children to remember their crea- 
tor; inſtruct them early in the principles 
and duties of the chriſtian religion; and 
lead them, if you can, into the love and 
practice of virtue and piety, obzle their 
minds are tender, and bejore bad impref- 
ſions have been made upon them.—Do this 
for Gop's ſake. He expects that the chil- 
dren, which he has graciouſiy given you, 
ſhould be educated for him; you muſt 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord ». Do this for your own ſakes, 
It will afford pleaſure upon reflection; and 
tend to make your children greater com- 
forts to you. The untoward, diſobedtent, 
and perverſe carriage of many children to 
their parents, when they are grown up in 
life, by which they become heart-breakng 
ſorrows, is, I fear, very much owing to a 
want of good inſtruction in the beginning 
of their days: and where this is the caſe, it 
will vaſtly aggravate the affliction ; inaſ- 
much, as parents muſt then conſider it, as \ 


a puniſhment of their own criminal ne- 
glect. 


0 Epheſ. vi. 4. 
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glect.— Do this for your children's ſake, 


8 Gop and nature bid them expect this from 
* you; and if you deny them theſe juſt de- 
ly mands, and take no care early to teach them 
af to remember and fear their creator; you diſ- 
10 cover yourſelves to be guilty of the moſt un- 
Th natural barbarity, and in vain are all your pre- 
les tences to e them. Solomon mentions the in- 
nd ſtructions he received in youth from his good 
nd parents, as an evidence of their fincere af- 
cir fection to him: Twas my father's ſon, tender 
el. and only beloved in the fight of my mother 
this he taught me alſo, &c. ? — Do this for the 
bil. fake of your families. If children are early 
ou inſtructed in the ways of Gop; this will 
oſt have a happy influence upon the peace and 
U good order of the whole houſe, and may be 
way of great advantage to the inferior branches 
we of the familiy. — Do this for the ſake of 
. Chriſt's church, and intereſt in the world. 
ou When young perſons have their tender 
* minds tinctured with a ſerious ſenſe of re- 
in ligion ; they will be greater ornaments to 
ing their profeſſion, and make more uſeful mem- 
* bers of chriſtian ſocieties. Vour families 
ning ſhould be nurſeries for the church.—Once 
* more; do this for your country's fake. You 
* may this way merit the glorious title of 

* true patriots. If your children in early life 


imbibe religious principles, they will in grow- 
ing 


P Prov, iv. 3, 4+ 
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ing years be better ſubjects, and of greater ſer. 
vice to the community. We might alſo hope, 
that by this means, a thorough reformation 
would ſoon be brought about; and a more 


worthy conduct be diſplay'd by all ranks of 


people. In which caſe we might with 
greater reaſon expect favour and mercy from 


Gop, in our preſent intricacies and difficul- 


ties: otherwiſe, we have room to fear that 
Gop will forſake us; and e be to us, if 
Gop depart from us? 

[I wouLD now accommodate this ſub- 
ject to the particular occaſion of our meet- 
ing together this day, and would infer from 
what has been ſaid; g a 
4. Ir a religious regard to the creator 

ſhould be the imployment of our early 

years; how fit and worthy a charity is 
it, to contribute towards the inſtruc- 
tion of ſuch young children, who are 

in ſo low a condition of life, as in a 

manner cuts them off from an oppor- 

tunity of gaining this divine know- 
ledge ! 


How many parents, for want of having 
had the advantage of a good education them- 
ſelves, are not capable of inſtructing their 
children ? they are babes in knowledge them- 

ſelves; 


4 Hoſ, ix, 12, 
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ſelves; and have need that one teach them, cobich 
be the firſt principles of the oracles of Go. 
How many alſo, by poverty and diſtreſs, 
are diſabled from procuring the. aſſiſtance 
of others, to inſtru their children; or 
having little or no ſenſe of the importance 
of this, to the future happineſs of their 
children, do not care to be at the leaſt 
charge about it : nor indeed, without much 
difficulty can they afford it! 

Upon theſe accounts, how vie, how 


fit, how ind a thing is the inſtitution of 


Charity-ſchools ! proviſion is here made for 
the inſtruction of children, who otherwiſe 
might be deftroyed for lack of knowledge ; and 
will be cumberers of the ground ; a burden 
or a plague to the ſociety ; being unfit for 
the ſervice either of Gop or man; if not 
diſpoſed to every thing that is wicked. 

ALLow me then to call upon you this 
day, readily and chearfully to contribute to 
ſuch a good work. A work, by which you 
will bring honour to God ; real advantage 
to your country ; and may promote the pre- 
ſent comfort and future happineſs of many 
of your fellow-creatures.—You'll give me 
leave particularly to repreſent the caſe of the 
Charity-ſchool, for which I am now aſking 
your favour : viz. | 

' Heb. v. 12. 
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THE 


State of the CHARITY-SCHOOI 


in Gravel-Lane, Southwark ; as 


it now flands this firſt of Janu- 
ary, 1742. 


HE foundation of this ſchool was 
in the year 1687, 1n the reign of 
king James the ſecond : when a ſchool 
was ſet up by one Poulton a Jet: and 
ublick notice was given, that he would 
inſtru& the children of the poor gratis: 
upon which Mr. Arthur Shallet, and ſome 
other worthy perſons, whoſe names de- 
ſerve to be for ever remember'd with ho- 
nour, ſet up is ſchool; to prevent the 
dangerous conſequences of a Popiſb ſchool, 
and to provide for the inſtruction of poor 
children. in the Proteſtant way. 


© THE number of ſcholars at firſt was 


* forty; afterwards it increaſed to fifty; 


% and now tis one hundred and thirty: 


cc 
cc 
cc 


who are taught to read, write, and cy- 
pher ; and are inſtructed in the Aſſembly's- 


catechiſm ; that they may be qualified for 
the ſervice both of GOD and man. 


(c Ir 
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« IT may be faid to be the firſ# ſchool 
« the Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned 
jn: here objects are received without di- 


* « ſtinction of parties, the general good be- 
as « ing intended. It is fituated in one of the 
u- « pooreſt parts about the city; and the chil- 


« dren of the pooreſt ſort of watermen, 
« fiſhermen, and others, are taught, with- 
« out any expence to their parents; and 


by o « are furniſhed with bibles, teſtaments, 
wart « catechiſms, writing and cyphering books, 
er „Tu E charges have been defray'd by 
ns « the gifts, and ſubſcriptions of private per- 
3 « ſons, with one annual collection in this 
_ place on new-years-day, and another in the 
. « city; together with the kind remem- 
+ the e brance of ſome in their laſt wills.“ 
= Tx1s account has been tranſmitted to 
me by the worthy treaſurer of the ſchool, 
and is thus*publickly mention'd, in order to 
— inform well - diſpoſed chriſtians, that an 
ffty charitable donations will be thankfully receiv- 
irty : ed, and carefully apply'd, to anſwer the great 


| cy- and good purpoſes, for which alone ſuch 
he- ſchools ſhould be erected; namely, to lead 
d for young perſons, in early life, into an acquaint- 
ance with Gop and religion, and into ſuch 
a knowledge of human things, as may, thro' 
« IT | the 
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co Early religion recommended, 


the divine bleſſing, help to make them good 
chriſtians ; and, according to their low ſta- 
tions of life, uſefal members of the com. 
munity, in their growing years. I have 
been informed, that this has actually been 
the happy caſe in ſeveral inſtances in this 
very ſchool. It is well worth while to con- 
tribute to ſo z/eful a deſign ; and whatever 
is given, with a right diſpoſition of ſpirit, 
will, no doubt, be a well-pleaſing ſacrifice to 
Gop ; nor will he fail to manifeſt his appro- 
bation and acceptance of it: probably in a 
large increaſe of temporal bleſſings now; 
however, moſt certainly, with the glories of 
paradiſe, and the ineſtimable bleſſings of e- 
ternity. | 


Tux liberal and generous contributions of 
good chriſtians on fuch occafions, make 
it unneceſſary to urge many arguments, It 
would be a fort of affront to preſs you to a 
thing, for which you have always ſhown 
yourſelves ready of your own accord. I will 
therefore only ſubjoin three or four paſſages 
of facred ſcripture, full of comfort to every 
chriſtian, who is rich in good works, &c. 


IT is more bleſſed to give, than to re- 
cei ve, was Chriſt's motto. 


HE 
Acts xx. 35. 


Early religion recommended. 51 


HE that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth 
n the LORD; and that which be hath 
given, will be pay him again 


BLESSED is he that conſidereth the 
poor, &c. . 


—_INASMUCH. as ye have gone it 
unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me,—Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world", 


May this ſentence be pronounced by the 
great Judge upon every one of us, at the 
fnal day of recompence ! Amen.] 


8 Prov. xix. 17. * Pf. xli. I, & ſeg. * Mat. 
XXV. 343 40. 7 Bo 8 
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2 We 
The HI MN. 


I [ Sung after ſermon; borrow'd from the 
excellent Dr. WATTS. ] 


I. 

\ T OW in the heat of youthful blood 
| Remember your creator Gop: 
Behold, the months come haſt'ning on ; 
When you ſhall fay, © my joys are gone. 

| II. 
Behold, the aged ſinner goes, 
Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 


Down to the regions of the dead, 
With endleſs curſes on his head. 


The duſt returns to duſt again; 

The ſoul, in agonies of pain, 

Aſcends to Gop, not there to dwell, 

But hears her doom, and ſinks to hell. 
IV. 


Eternal King ! I fear thy name; 
Teach me to know, kow frail Jam: 
And when my ſou] muſt hence remove, 
Give me a manſion in thy love! 


F E I 


the 


